
What are the benefits of 

participating in a Marriage 

Education Retreat?   

 

Research shows that couples who 

participate in a premarital educa-

tion will have happier and more 

successful marriages.  The program 

offered in this retreat will help en-

gaged and newlywed couples de-

velop realistic expectations of mar-

riage, learn how to effectively deal 

with conflict, and be able to  work 

through difficult situations by utiliz-

ing effective communication skills.  

“A wedding lasts only a 

day, but a marriage lasts a 

lifetime.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you want a 

healthy, lasting 

marriage? 

 

Presenters 

 

Kevin Decker is “The Marvelous Mar-

riages Coach.”  A member of The Coalition 

for Marriage, Family and Couples Education 

and the Association of Marriage and Family 

Ministries, he has spent the last thirty years 

amassing a treasure trove of knowledge and 

experience about relationships. 

 

Jennifer P. Davis is a human resource 

professional with more than thirty years of 

experience in corporate, manufacturing, 

public and private sector organizations.  She 

is CEO of JP Davis & Associates, Inc., a mi-

nority owned business which she started in 

1997. 

  

Craig Klutz is a Senior Vice President 

with BB&T with over 35 years of experience 

in the banking field. 

 

 
 

 

 

First Things First has as its vi-

sion strong, healthy life-long 

marriages. 

 

www.firstthingsgaston.org 

704-867-4495 

 FIRST THINGS FIRST OF GASTON 
COUNTY 



Retreat Topics . . . 

In Good Times and Bad—The 

Gift of Dialogue 

Develop the skills and tools to communicate 

effectively, to problem solve constructively, 

and to build lasting commitments to each 

other.  

Presenter:  Kevin Decker 

 

From This Day Forward 

Develop a shared vision for your marriage.   

Presenter:  Jennifer P. Davis 

 

For Richer or Poorer 

Money, money, money! How to manage 

household checking accounts, types of insur-

ance, debt management, credit card charges 

and budgeting. 

Presenter: Craig Klutz 

 

To Love and to Cherish 

Explore the important issues surrounding 

sexuality and intimacy as key components to a 

healthy marriage.   

Presenter:  Kevin Decker 

A special retreat for couples en-

gaged to be married or who have 

been married 3 years or less.   

October 3, 2009 

Saturday 9:00-6:30 

Special Recession Price 

of  

$25.00 

Includes meals, snacks, and  

Materials 

Requires a reservation by  

September 10, 2009 

 

CAROMONT HEALTH 

2525 COURT DRIVE 

GASTONIA, NC   

 

Join Us for a Marriage 

Education Retreat 

Registration Form 
 

_____We will attend October 3, 2009 
 
Groom’s Name___________________ 
Address:_________________________ 
              _________________________ 
Phone:__________________________ 
Email:__________________________ 
Special Food Instruction 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
 
Bride’s Name____________________ 
Address:_________________________ 
Phone:__________________________ 
Email:__________________________ 
Special Food Instruction __________ 
________________________________ 
 

Check one: 
 
_____Engaged      ____Newlywed 
 

Wedding Date_____________ 
 
Pastor who will perform/performed 
Wedding______________________ 
 

Make check payable to:  
First Things First of  Gaston County 

 
Mail completed form and payment 

To: 
First Things First 

PO Box 953  
Gastonia,  NC 

Attn:  Cheryl Harden 
(704-867-4495) 

 


